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HOW THE ROTARY MOVEMENT BEGAN 
 

Today, Rotary is well known throughout the World for its international 
goodwill and dedication to service.  Changing the World through service, 
however, was hardly uppermost in the mind of Rotary’s founder Paul Harris, 
when he started the organisation in 1905.   Paul Harris was a lawyer in 
Chicago, who envisioned a new kind of club for professionals that would 
kindle the fellowship and friendly sprit that he had remembered in his youth. 
 

On the evening of February 23rd. 1905, Harris invited three business friends 
to a meeting.   Silvester Schiele – a coal dealer; Hiram Shorey - a merchant 
tailor; and Gustavus Loehr – a mining engineer – gathered with Paul Harris in 
Loehr’s business office in Room 711 of the Unity Building in downtown 
Chicago.   They discussed Harris’ idea that business leaders would meet 
periodically to enjoy camaraderie and to enlarge their business and 
professional acquaintances.  The club met weekly and membership was limited                Paul Harris  
to only one representative from each business or profession.    Though the three men didn’t use the term 
Rotary that night, that gathering was commonly regarded as the first Rotary Club meeting that ever took 
place. 
 

As they continued to meet, members began rotating their meetings around other business premises and 

after enlisting a fifth member – printer Harry Ruggles – the group was formally organised as The Rotary 

Club of Chicago.  By the end of 1905, the Club had 30 members, with Schiele as President and Ruggles as 

Treasurer.  At first, Paul Harris declined office in the new Club and didn’t become its President until two 

years later.   Club membership grew, making it difficult to still gather in offices, so the members shifted 

their meetings to hotels and restaurants, where most Rotary Clubs hold their meetings to this day. 

These early ‘Rotarians’ realised that fellowship and mutual self-interest were not enough to keep a club of 

busy professionals meeting each week, so reaching out to improve the lives of those less fortunate proved 

to be an even greater motivation.   The Rotary commitment to service began in 1907, when the Rotary Club 

of Chicago donated a horse to a preacher.   The man’s own horse had died and he was too poor to buy 

another one and without it, he was unable to travel around to his churches and parishioners.   It was 

through this simple gift of a horse that the Rotary Club of Chicago became the World’s first service-club. 

By the beginning of the First World War, there were 100 Clubs in the United States but only 8 in Great 

Britain and Ireland.   In 1921, the 1,071st became established in Guildford and was situated in District N.3, 

which also included Norwich, Dover, Bournemouth and Oxford.   Today, there are 1.2 million Rotarians 

belonging to 31,000  Rotary Clubs in 166 countries worldwide. 

In 1906, the wagon wheel design was the chosen 

emblem of the Rotary Club of Chicago, symbolizing 

that the first meetings were held in ‘rotation’ at 

each of the member’s places of business.  The 

1906 design was the brainchild of a new member 

of the Chicago Club – Montague M. Bear – who also happened to be an engraver.  By 1910, the Rotary 

movement had spread to several other cities in the United States and when the US Clubs held their first 

Convention in Chicago that year, the 1910 version was chosen as the symbol of the new movement.    

In 1913, it was decided to try and produce a unified emblem in blue and gold.   This design survived until 

1926, when some members, who were engineers, complained that the wheel was mechanically unsound.   

Since then, the design that we know today seems to have satisfied most people.  
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1921 - ROTARY ARRIVES IN GUILDFORD  
 

On July 14th 1921, ten Guildford 
business men met at Guildford’s 
Ward Street hall and passed a 
resolution to form a Rotary Club in 
Guildford.   The new club – number 
50 in Great Britain and the first Club 
in Surrey – was established through 
the initiative of Albert Hickling, the 
manager of the local branch of a firm 
of cattle feed manufacturers J. Bibby 
and Sons.                                                            Albert Hickling 
 

Joseph Bibby was a keen Rotarian and a member of the 
Liverpool Rotary Club, who had sent a copy of the Rotary 
magazine to his Guildford manager.   Greatly inspired by what 
he had read, Albert Hickling quickly contacted several other 
local businessmen and with the help of the Mayor and 
Guildford’s Chamber of Trade, convened this meeting for July 
14th. 1921, at which a resolution to form a Rotary Club in     

                    The 1921 Declaration                   Guildford was duly passed.   It was then officially reported to 
the British Association of Rotary Clubs that a new Rotary Club had been formed in Guildford with 21 
members, who paid an annual subscription  of one guinea to attend.                          
                                                                                                               
The newly-formed Club was then approached by the Rotary District Chairman, who suggested that the 

region’s next District Council meeting should be held in Guildford to coincide with the Inaugural Meeting of 

the Guildford Club.   But the new Club went further and arranged that proceedings should continue from 

the evening of Friday, September 16th until the following Sunday afternoon.    An invitation was issued to all 

the Clubs and their members in Rotary District No.3 and thus it became in effect, a District Conference and 

apparently, the first such District Conference ever to be held in Great Britain. 

On Saturday, September 17th, all the delegates met at the Guildhall and were taken from there to see the 

local sights of Guildford.   After lunch at ‘The Lion’, the delegates were treated to a tour of the Dennis 

Brothers motor factory, followed by tea in the works canteen. 

The Inaugural Dinner that evening took place 
at Bretts Restaurant (where the Guildford 
branch of W.H. Smith stands today) and was 
attended by 30 members of the new Club 
and no less than 50 visiting Rotarians from 
London, Southend, Margate, Brighton, 
Chichester and Portsmouth.   On Sunday 
morning, it was reported that the Guildford 
members and their guests attended a special 
church service at St. Marys and after lunch, 
set out in two charabancs for a tour around 
Leith Hill, followed by tea at Ewhurst. 

       

By the time the Club’s first actual meeting took place at Pitchers Café on October 3rd, the membership had 
risen to 33 and the use of the term ‘Mr.’ - when addressing a fellow member - was banned, on the penalty 
of a fine of one penny.   With the Rotary Club of Guildford firmly established, the new Club’s Charter was 
presented on February 2nd. 1922.    
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One of the earliest Council decisions was that the Club should have its own Rotary Grace and members 

were asked to submit their suggestions.  In May 1922, it was announced that the following ‘Grace’ had 

been selected and would be used before members sat down to their lunch:- 

“O Lord and Giver of all good 
We praise thee for our daily food 

May Rotary Friends and Rotary ways 
Help us to serve thee all our days” 

 

The name of the author was not mentioned at the time but 10 years later, it was credited to one of the 

Club’s founder members Leonard Biddle.   This ‘Grace’ is still said at the beginning of our lunchtime 

meetings and has been adopted by many other Rotary Clubs worldwide. 

Started in 1923, the Rotary Club’s ‘Big Brother scheme’ was one of the Club’s earliest projects and was set 

up to benefit the fifty or so Guildford youngsters who had lost their fathers during the First World War.   

These youngsters were adopted by Members of the Club and steered along the path towards good 

citizenship and worthwhile careers.   Chaired by Canon Kirwan, a member of the Club and Rector of Holy 

Trinity Church, Guildford, the Club’s ‘Big Brother Scheme’ proved to be a very successful project. 

The Club also made substantial donations to the Guildford and 

District Nursing Association, the Institute for the Blind, the 

Railway Orphanage and many other local charities during the 

1920s.   In 1927, the Club also started a scheme to raise enough 

money to install several of the new-fangled wireless sets at the 

Royal Surrey County Hospital, so patients could ‘listen-in’.   

Additionally, the money raised by the Club was further topped-

up by another £300, generously donated by the Friary Brewery for the installation and maintenance of the 

new apparatus. 

In those days, the Club never shied away from inviting 

interesting new speakers to address them at their 

lunchtime meetings.   On April 27th 1923, Mr. Selwyn 

Weston from Burndept, the wireless experts whose 

shop was in the Playhouse arcade, visited the Club to 

prophesy that in just a few years, it would not only be 

possible to listen to an opera on the wireless but by 

means of a new receiver called a “Tele-visor”, be 

actually able to see the performance as well.                                                   A Baird Televisor circa 1930 

The Club was very active on the social side and the first 

Ladies Night was held on January 23rd. 1923.   Although the 

Ladies were not normally invited to Rotary Lunches, they 

were asked to help with social events and other fundraising 

projects.   In 1925, the Club’s “Ladies Auxillary” was formed 

as a separate club and later, when the Inner Wheel Association came into 

being, the Guildford Ladies Auxilliary became the Guildford Inner Wheel Club, 

with Mrs E.H. Radbourne, the wife of one of the Guildford Rotary Club’s 

founder members, as its first President.   The Inner Wheel member’s badge was the familiar Rotary wheel, 

with a smaller cog inside it – the inner wheel that helps the bigger wheel turn.                                                                                              
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The Club had acquired most of its 
insignia by the mid 1920s but one 
notable addition was added in 1924, 
when a Stars and Stripes flag was 
presented on behalf of the Rotary Club 
of New York by Rotarian Pirie 
MacDonald.  After the Club’s American 
visitor had presented the flag, he was 
presented in turn with a George III tea 
caddy and some gold cuff links as a 
reminder of the day he visited Guildford.    
 

It was soon realised that the American 
flag looked lonely and inappropriate on 
its own and some weeks later, the 
Deputy Mayoress Mrs. H. E. Smith, 
presented a Union Jack to go alongside it 
“as a companion”. 

     Lester A. Struthers (RI); Arthur Chadwick(London); PP William Massey; 
Pirie MacDonald (NewYork); Albert Hickling; Ald. Smith(Mayor of Guildford) 

       
The two flags adorned  the President’s Chair for 25 years until 1960, when the Stars and Stripes was 
chewed to shreds by the Stoke Hotel’s bulldog!   The flag was then replaced by an up-to-date American 
Flag, with its full quota of 50 stars! 
 

THE 1930s 
 

Guildford did not escape the surge of unemployment in the early 1930s with 5% of 
the population out of work and without any prospect of employment.    The 
inspired leadership of Rotarian William Harvey in creating the Mayor of Guildford’s 
Work Fund scheme brought the community together in a remarkable manner.  The 
primary object was “work – not charity” and the second object was “to develop a 
spirit of confidence in the town instead of pessimism and depression”.  
 

All the residents of the Borough were asked to contribute a set sum every week 
until enough money had been raised to keep 600 men in regular work.    The 
Rotary Club, local churches, the Royal British Legion and many other local firms all 
fund raised to help swell the funds. 

                                                 William Harvey 
Of the various projects completed, the most 
successful was the construction of the 
Guildford Lido, together with Stoke Park 
gardens and its boating lake.  The Lido was 
opened in June 1933, when Mayor Harvey was 
first to plunge into the completed pool. 
 

The opening of the Lido was followed two 
months later by a Rotary Club luncheon, which 
some forty members accompanied by their 
ladies attended with about half the attendees 
‘taking a dip’.  The following year, Alderman   

   Mayor Harvey opens the Lido by diving in – June 1933       Harvey was an OBE and made an Honorary 
Freeman of the Borough.    Behind Mayor Harvey’s Work scheme was the Guildford Council of Social 
Service.   This Council, on which the Rotary Club of Guildford was represented, worked closely with the 
Borough Council, the Labour Exchange and the Public Assistance Officers.   
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THE 1940s 

The spirit of service to the community was proved even stronger during the War years.  National demands 

were loyally met and there was not a member, who was reasonably fit, who was not serving in the 

Warden’s service, the Home Guard, the Fire service, the Ambulance service or the Royal Observer corps.   

In the first 15 months of the War, Guildford’s population increased from 40,000 people to 53,000 and a 

large hostel to house evacuated families was established on the site of the former Connaught Hotel in the 

lower High Street.    

Wrestling with their problems and those of the Town’s population proved a 

major challenge and within two weeks of the outbreak of War, a Citizens 

Advice Bureau was set up thanks to representatives from the Rotary Club of 

Guildford who were members of the Guildford Council for Social Service.   The 

Town Council supplied office space and staff to run the new Bureau in central 

Guildford and before long it was dealing with 100 cases per week.   It was one 

of the first such Bureaux in Great Britain at the time. 

In May 1941, the Club adopted a ‘flower class’ corvette H.M.S Petunia.  

The initial gift to its crew was three pairs of binoculars, sports gear plus 

an annual subscription to ‘Punch’ and other periodicals.  H.M.S Petunia 

spent most of the War as part of Western Approaches Command 

escorting convoys in the Western Approaches before being allocated to 

the forces preparing for D Day on June 6th 1944, when she took part in 

the landings on Juno beach.   The Rotary Club’s happy relationship with H.M.S Petunia ended in 1946, when 

the vessel was sold to the Chinese National Government.  

Most memorable of all the 

wartime activities was the 

experience of dealing with the 

reception of the evacuated 

troops from Dunkirk, when they 

passed through Guildford 

Station between May 27th and 

June 4th 1940.    For seven days 

and nights, a 

continuous procession 

of troop trains carrying 

a total of 200,000 men 

passed through Guildford. Volunteers from the Rotary 

Club of Guildford, Toc H, Crusaders, the W.V.S, Round 

Table and the Salvation Army stood ready on the 

platform to help with the needs of the war-weary 

soldiers.   Provisions provided included 10,000 loaves, 

ham and tongue by the hundredweight, cakes and rolls, oranges and over one million cigarettes. The 

Mayor, Rotarian Bob Tribe, provided £750 from his fund for the forces towards the cost. Many of the 

helpers worked right through the night as these troop trains, packed with war weary soldiers, came and 

went in rapid succession, on their way to army depots in other parts of Great Britain.  
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With the liberation of Holland, steps were taken to bring a party of Dutch children to England.   Guildford 

had a Mayor and Mayoress (Alderman & Mrs. Wykeham Price) who spoke fluent Dutch and the Borough 

was one of the first towns to welcome these young visitors.  The Rotary Club and Inner Wheel looked after 

the children’s welfare and combined to produce a very successful Christmas entertainment for them.   In 

August 1946, a reciprocal visit was paid by a party of children from Guildford. 

In 1948, the need for a rest room for the elderly was realised with the opening of this facility at the 

Guildford Institute.  Rotary, Inner Wheel and Round table worked together to run and furnish the room and 

the Club voted £50 from their ‘Lame Dog Fund’ together with £150 raised at a Jumble Sale towards the 

introduction of the facility.   The Corporation accepted responsibility for the room’s rent. 

THE 1950s   

In the early 1950s, the Sunset Homes for Elderly people had undertaken a considerable extension of their 

premises and found themselves with a deficit of £1,000.   The Club gave a pledge to clear the debt which 

proved a formidable task at the time.  Numerous big and small projects were organised including two big 

Whit-Monday fetes, several jumble sales and raffles and the debt was repaid by the middle of the decade. 

In 1958, Club member Frank Sparrow – later an Alderman and Mayor – came up with the proposal that the 

Club should organise a competition for local schools aimed at building pupil’s confidence when speaking in 

public.  This proposal laid the foundations for the Youth Speaks Competition that we know today, which 

allows young people from Guildford schools to compete against each other and develop many life skills. 

In the past, small charitable donations had been made from the Club’s ‘Lame Dog Fund’, which had been in 

existence since the Club was established in the 1920s.   This fund made donations for children’s new boots 

and shoes when they were attending elementary schools and their parents were not able to provide new 

footwear on cost grounds.  During the 1950s, some of the Club’s corporate projects had produced quite 

large sums of money and a separate Guildford Rotary Benevolent fund was created. 

At the start of the decade, the Club organised 
a mobile Christmas Tree which toured the 
town centre and collections were taken for 
the Mayor’s Christmas Fund but with bad 
weather and other adverse circumstances, 
the results were often disappointing.    
 
So, in 1951, it was decided to hold a Carol 
Concert in the Methodist Church instead.   
This idea was developed further and Rotarian 
Jack Clitheroe, the Municipal Director of 
Music, undertook the arrangement of the 
programme and brought his Festival Choir to                   
lead the singing.                                                            The Mayor’s Christmas Concert in Holy Trinity Church 
    

The Carol Concert soon became a very popular town event, filling the Church and increasing contributions 

to the Mayor’s Fund considerably.   Today, 70 years later, the Mayor of Guildford’s Christmas Concert has 

become one of the town’s highlights of the festive season and takes place in Holy Trinity Church with music 

provided by the Vivace Chorus.  
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THE 1960s 

Probably the two greatest events during this decade 

were the arrival of the University of Surrey on Stag Hill 

and the opening of the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre.   In 

both cases, the Rotary Club of Guildford played a 

significant role in making these two new institutions 

become a reality. 

In February 1962, a Committee was formed under the 
Chairmanship of the Mayor (Rotarian Edward Jones) to 
explore the possibilities of a University in Guildford.   
This followed talks to the Rotary Club by Dr. Stott, the 
principal of the Guildford Technical College and Dr. 
Robert Williams, whose subject was “Televarsity” –                            The new University site on Stag Hill 
an idea for a project that ultimately would become the ‘Open University’.   The idea of a University was 
granted approval in 1964, when sections of the  Battersea Polytechnic merged its departments. 
                                                                                                                                 

Several possible locations were considered for the 

new ‘Technical University’ and Guildford was not 

considered one of them.   However, the newly 

appointed Vice-Chancellor Dr. D.M. Leggett both 

knew and liked Guildford and the proposition of a 

new University in the town eventually won the day.   

In a later address, Dr. Leggett said “But for the 

action of the Rotary Club of Guildford, the University 

would never have materialised”.   The Royal Charter 

was received in September 1966 and the first 1,000 

students arrived on Stag Hill in October 1968. 

Guildford’s Repertory Theatre in North Street had close ties with the Rotary Club over many years, with its 

manager Patrick Henderson as one of the members.   Other Rotarians had served on the theatre’s board at 

one time or another, including former Mayor Archie Graham-Brown and Jack Penycate, the editor of the 

Surrey Advertiser.    Planning for the new Yvonne Arnaud Theatre was expedited by the disastrous fire that 

engulfed the old Repertory Theatre in 1963 and Rotarian John Brownrigg was appointed as the new 

Theatre’s architect, along with Archie Graham Brown as Chairman of the Theatre Appeal Trust.    

The Rotary Club masterminded a Grand Rotary 

Ball at the Civic Hall in February 1963 to raise 

vital funds to enable the building work on the 

new Theatre to commence.   Many famous 

celebrities attended this spectacular fund-

raising event and as a result, the Club was able 

to hand over a cheque to the Theatre Trust for 

£1.011.   The Yvonne Arnaud Theatre opened its 

doors at a gala first night in June 1965, with a 

star-studded performance of ‘A Month in the Country’ starring Michael Redgrave and Ingrid Bergman. 
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In November 1968, the Rotary Club of Guildford’s Community Services 
Committee decided that it should organise facilities for the disabled, 
particularly those confined to wheelchairs, to enable them to shop in 
comfort at Christmas time.  
   
The idea was eagerly received by the management and staff of Guildford’s 
branch of Marks & Spencer, who in turn obtained the co-operation of 
F.W.Woolworth & Co.Ltd.  These stores remained open for an additional two 
hours on a Tuesday evening just before Christmas solely for the use of the 
disabled.    
 

The attendance on the first year was 281 people but by 1983 had risen to 
1000.  By 1991, Boots the Chemists and W.H.Smith & Son had joined the 
disabled shopping evening, with all the shops staffed entirely by volunteers 
who gave up their own time to help make the evening a success.   
 

THE 1970s 

In 1975, discussions started about forming a second Rotary Club in 

Guildford and this would become the first time that a second club in 

any town was permitted by Rotary International.   After much 

discussion the charter night of the Rotary Club of Guildford District 

was held at Harvey’s Restaurant (now part of the Army & Navy stores) on November 5th 1975.  There were 

31 founder members plus 5 Honorary members that are still involved with the Club.  Over the past 47 years 

much has been achieved and here are a few highlights. 

In March 1978, the District Club held its first Charity Boxing Night, which turned out to be the Club’s main 

fund raiser for 40 years.   The best year was 2005 when over 

£38,000 was raised in one night, until the last event in 2017 

when £750,000 was raised – an amazing amount that went to 

so many local and international good causes.  One of our major 

supporters of the event over the years was the wild life painter 

David Shepherd, who donated an original painting for auction 

each year. 

Each year, the Surrey Advertiser enlisted the help of the Club’s 

members to run their sponsored walk in Shalford Park.                                                                

The District Club still runs this event every May and over the                                                                              

years has helped raise over £1 million for these good causes. 

                 Artist David Shepherd  

Over the years, the District Club has raised money for charities like ‘Challengers’, which provides fun and 

play for disabled children and young people from purpose-built play centres in Guildford and Farnham.   

‘Gosden House School’ is a small school in Bramley for special needs children, from where the District Club 

has taken pupils to the Rotary Kids Out Day at Chessington World of Adventures for many years.   The Club 

also helps the school with the clearance of part of their 45 acres of land.   This activity happened for several 

years before being halted by Covid.  However, this has now recommenced and this project has attracted a 

number of non-Rotarians, who are being introduced to what Rotary is all about. 
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To commemorate the 

50th anniversary of the 

Rotary Club of Guildford 

in 1972, the Club wrote 

to the Dean of Guildford 

offering to provide a 

treble bell for the 

Cathedral, bringing the 

total number in the tower up to a complete ‘ring’ of 12.  The other treble bell had already been cast at the 

Whitechapel bell foundry and presented to the Cathedral by the Guildford D.G.   The gift of the new bell 

was incised with the Rotary wheel on its rim with an appropriate inscription to record the event. 

The Rotary stained glass window in Guildford Cathedral was dedicated on 

Sunday, February 17th 1980 at a special service attended by a congregation 

of Rotarians from all over the Diocese of Guildford.    

The window was given on behalf of District 114 and was the result of an 

initiative by the Rotary Clubs of Leatherhead and Bookham & Horsley to 

commemorate the 75th anniversary of the founding of Rotary.     

 

THE 1980s                                                                                                                                                                                  

Since 1987, the Rotary movement and its members have been 

committed to the fight to eradicate polio across the World.   The 

Board of Directors of Rotary International and the trustees of the 

Rotary Foundation agreed to undertake, with public support, to raise 

the substantial sum of $120,000,000 to fund their Polioplus 

programme.   The statistics at that time were frightening with at least 

30 young children dying every minute from this disease and 275,000 

left disabled for life each year. 

The Rotary Club of Guildford’s President Ray Jackson made 
it his personal commitment to raise £1,750 during his year 
of office through a series of fund-raising events.  In 
conjunction with the District Club, it was also decided to 
approach local companies and businesses for their help in 
supporting this massive exercise to help immunize the 
children of the World against this deadly disease. 
 

Today – 35 years later – the battle against Polio still 
continues under the banner of ‘Purple for Polio’ and the 
Rotary Club of Guildford still continues regular collections                                                                                                                      
each year at RHS Wisley.                                                                                    Collecting at RHS Wisley 
Thanks to Rotary and the support of our partners in the Global Polio Eradication initiative, there are now 
just two countries still classed as endemic : Pakistan and Afghanistan.    
 

To finish the job, over 2 billion doses of oral polio vaccine still have to be administered to more than 400 
million children in over 50 countries, each and every year.   We have to have zero cases of polio and zero 
positive environmental samples before the World can finally be certified Polio free. 
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At the beginning of the decade, the Rotary Club of Guildford 

undertook to raise £10,000 towards establishing a School of 

Nursing at the Royal Surrey County Hospital.   When the 

Hospital was first planned, it was expected to include an 

Education Centre, which would have included a School of 

Nursing.   However, because of financial cutbacks, it was 

decided not to proceed with this new facility and that the 

existing School of Nursing at St.Luke’s Hospital would have to 

continue in its sub-standard accommodation.   The existing 

School of Nursing had a high reputation that was achieved in deplorable conditions that had been 

condemned by the General Nursing Council.   Such was the public feeling not to build the School of Nursing 

that the Editor of the Surrey Advertiser, Mr.E.W.Adams, decided to appeal to the public to raise the money. 

The Ted Adams Trust was then established for the benefit of nurses and midwives in the Guildford area and 

provides accommodation for student nurses in Ted Adams House and also grants to further the               

professional development of qualified nurses and midwives.  The accommodation also provides 36 ensuite 

rooms arranged as 6 separate flats, each with well-equipped communal kitchens. 

In 1985, Guildford 

Rotary member, Dr. 

Clive Addis-Jones 

helped set up the 

Jaipur Limb Project 

during his term as 

President of the 

Club and was the 

Founder Chairman 

when it became a registered charity in 1993.  Peter Betteridge from Godalming Rotary had visited the 

Jaipur workshops in 1984 and was astonished to see so many limbless people being treated.   Many had 

travelled vast distances by all means of transport to be given artificial limbs.  No one was ever turned away 

and there was already huge support for the centre from Jaipur Rotarians and members of Rotary’s Inner 

Wheel. 

Back in the UK, Peter set up the Jaipur Limb 

Project.   Not only would it go on to support the 

work in Jaipur but it has been expanded into the 

establishment of permanent limb centres and 

temporary limb camps throughout India, in 

Africa and in Haiti, following the earthquake 

there in 2010. 

A party from the Rotary Club of Guildford 

recently visited the limb camp in Jaipur, which 

has given new lives to amputees through the use 

of the brilliant Jaipur foot and leg.   Whilst there, 

they met Mr. Mehta who still runs the Jaipur camp today and learned how best Rotary could help them.  

On arrival back in Guildford, they were inspired to continue raising funds for this wonderful work.      
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THE 1990s  

The Rotary Club of Guildford Eye Project 

was founded in 1998 by Mr. Sam Das, a 

member of Guildford Rotary Club and a 

retired senior eye consultant surgeon at 

the Royal Surrey County Hospital.   His 

personal ambition was to provide free 

cataract surgery to one million of the 

World’s poor and needy.   To bring this 

about, Sam initiated and implemented a 

4-fold strategy involving Rotary Clubs in 

the UK and the Rotary Foundation to 

eradicate avoidable blindness, initially in 

Kolkata and then spreading the 

programme to other parts of India. 

It was decided to build a new Rotary Eye Hospital and purchase all the necessary equipment – microscopes, 

lasers, vitrectomy phacoemulsifier and other small delicate instruments – all expensive items – slowly by 

using the matching grant mechanism of the Rotary Foundation with expenses shared equally between the 

Rotary Club of Guildford, an international sponsor club and the Rotary Foundation, each partner 

contributing only one-third of the total cost thereby making the whole scheme affordable. 

Sam continued to visit Kolkata every year during December and January performing cataract operations in 
the Kolkata Charity Eye Hospital.   They possessed poor quality equipment, which limited the quality of 
service and left much to be desired. 

Meanwhile, the Rotary Club of Hooghly – a village 25 miles north 

of Kolkata – wanted to build a brand new Eye Hospital of its own.   

The cost of purchasing the land and the building costs were both 

raised locally with the help of Kolkata Rotarians.   A grant 

application to purchase the necessary equipment was submitted 

in July 1999 and the brand new Hooghly Hospital was opened in 

June 2000.   Many Rotary Clubs have now opened their own eye 

hospitals, which serve their local populations with 50,000 

operations every year and also out-patient treatment for half a 

million people. 

In 2011, in recognition of his pioneering work with the Rotary 
Club of Guildford Eye Project, Mr Sam Das was created an MBE 
by Her Majesty the Queen for services to ophthalmic work 
overseas. 
 

Since 2001, the Rotary Club of Guildford has been a partner in 
over 100 projects with the Rotary Foundation, which amounts to  

                  Hooghly Eye Hospital                   a total of $3,000,000 dollars.   The Rotary Club of Guildford’s Eye    
                                                                            Project has proved to be one of the greatest successes in the  
                                                                            history of the Rotary Club of Guildford. 
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The final decade of the 20th Century saw a third Rotary Club 

established in Guildford.   The Rotary Club of Guildford 

Chantries was given its Charter in 1991 with the purpose of 

creating an evening club for businessmen, who would normally be unable to attend Rotary functions during 

the day.   Michael Briggs and Peter Ricketts of the Guildford District Club were given the job of helping to 

start the Club, using their invaluable experience.   The new Club’s Charter evening took place at the town’s 

Civic Hall on April 25th 1991 attended by Rotarians from all over the district and beyond. 

The Chantries Club holds two charity events each year, the first being their successful and popular ‘Burns 

Night’, which celebrates the Scottish Bard’s birthday every January.   The other event is their Quiz Night, 

held every year at St. Peters School, Merrow, which 

has now been running successfully for many years. 

The Club has supported many charities over the years 

and is currently raising funds for SERV, who use their 

motorbikes to transport vital medical items between 

local hospitals, out of normal hours.   Their latest 

certificate was awarded in 2019/2020 by the Rotary 

Foundation in appreciation for their financial support 

for Rotary’s ‘End Polio Now’ campaign. 

THE 2000s 

When giant waves from the devastating Tsunami 
battered South East Asia on Boxing Day 2004, 
Rotarians from around the globe responded with an 
outpouring of money and support for the victims of 
the disaster.  More than 150,000 people perished and 
over 5 million were left homeless, after a massive 
earthquake in the Indian Ocean triggered tidal waves 
that struck a dozen countries including India, Indonesia 
and  Sri Lanka.     
 

Rotary International declared Saturday, January 8th as 
Tsunami Collection Day and in Guildford, all three 
Rotary Clubs were out in  the  town  centre  with  their    

                      The Tsunami from space                    collecting tins.   By the end of the day, the combined 
efforts of Guildford Rotarians had collected 
£4,725, with £1,665 coming from our Club 
alone. 
 

Our Club decided to purchase 4 shelter boxes 
with the proceeds and supplemented this with 8 
aquaboxes. 
 
A total of £400 million was donated by people in 
the UK with £6.5 million being donated by 
Rotarians alone. 
            

          Giant waves burst on to the holiday beaches 
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In February 2010, the 

Rotary Club of Guildford 

celebrated Rotary week by 

completing a project to help 

people in Guildford who 

suffer with Multiple 

Sclerosis.   Three pieces of 

equipment were purchased 

for Guildford’s Multiple 

Sclerosis Centre to give 

sufferers advanced physiotherapy, rehabilitation and help with their 

mobilisation.   The idea for the project was conceived by Kolkata Rotarian 

Binod Khaitan while visiting Guildford and other Rotary Clubs in the UK and he persuaded his fellow 

Rotarians in Kolkata to apply for a matching grant with the financial assistance from other Rotary Clubs in 

Calcutta, Guildford, Victoria and the Salt Lake City Metropolitan Club in India.  The Rotary Foundation then 

contributed just over £13,000 which permitted the purchase of the equipment to go ahead. 

These were officially handed over by the Rotary Club of Guildford to the Multiple Sclerosis Centre in the 

presence of Guildford MP Anne Milton, the Mayor of Guildford Pauline Searle and the RIBI President David 

Fowler.  This was the first time ever that a Rotary Matching Grant project had been conducted for the 

benefit of people in need in the UK sponsored by another country.   The actual handover that linked 

Guildford and Kolkata was achieved by the use of Skype. 

One of the Rotary highlights of the Christmas season was our High Street collection.    With so many other 

distractions on offer at that time of year, the Rotary Club hit on the idea of inviting a menagerie of farm 

animals to attract passing shoppers to part with their money!   As our pictures show, on December 17th 

2006, Guildford Rotarians did just that setting up the animal’s pens just outside the Guildhall’s front door 

to the delight of shoppers – young and old.    Amongst those pictured was our Honorary Member Bill 

Bellerby who was exercising his right as a Freeman of Guildford to drive his sheep down the High Street.   

All went well until one of his flock suddenly decided to take a sharp right turn into Radio Rentals, where it 

caused chaos!   
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In 2003, Guildford’s three Rotary Clubs 

started to ponder about a joint project to 

celebrate 100 years of Rotary International 

in 2005 and came up with the novel 

suggestion of establishing an Historic Trail 

around the Town Centre – similar to the 

1977 Jubilee  Trail in London, where the 

route is marked with roundels in the 

pavement. 

Months of discussion with the Surrey 

County Council and Guildford Borough Council followed and eventually a route was established with the 

help of Guildford Museum’s Matthew Alexander and Chantries Member Roger Marjoribanks.  The walking 

route started at Tunsgate Arch and then proceeded through the Castle Grounds, past Guildford Museum 

and St Marys Church to the old Town Mill beside the River Wey.   The route continued along the riverbank, 

past Lewis Carroll’s Alice/Rabbit statue to the Town Bridge and then up the High Street via White Lion Walk 

to the Royal Grammar School in the Upper High Street.   Finally, the walk retraced its steps, past Holy 

Trinity Church to its starting point at the Guildhall. 

The project was led and organised by Roger Hull from the Chantries Club, with help from Geoff Rouse, Don 

Raffin and President Norman Newton from the District Club.  President Frank West used his business 

contacts in China to get the 33 metal roundels manufactured for the pavements and President Terence 

Patrick organised the printing and design of the trail 

leaflet. 

Finally, on the morning of April 23rd, the Mayor of 

Guildford – Cllr. Keith Taylor inaugurated the walk with 

District Governor Peter Nightingale, Assistant District 

Governor Pat Evans, the three Club Presidents and a host 

of local Rotarians.   Pauses were made during the hour-

and-a- half walk at Guildford Museum and the Angel Hotel 

for suitable refreshment and the odd pub as well!   Try the 

Historic Trail for yourself, follow the roundels around the 

town and learn a great deal more about Guildford’s past.                                                                                          

   The Mayor & 3 Presidents launch the trail 

 

 

On April 30th 2022, Guildford’s three Rotary Clubs were presented 

with the Mayor of Guildford’s Award for service to the Community 

in recognition of the century of ‘Service above Self’.   The award 

certificate can be seen on the back cover of this anniversary 

brochure. 
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